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About CSPI

“America’s food and health watchdog”

• Nonprofit consumer advocacy 
organization

• Key issue areas include nutrition, 
food safety, and biotechnology

• Advocacy and education based on 
the best available scientific evidence

• Publisher of the Nutrition Action 
Healthletter

• Covers timely topics on health 
and nutrition



CSPI Conflict of Interest Policy

CSPI is funded by the subscribers to its Nutrition Action 
Healthletter, individual donors, and private foundation 

grants. Nutrition Action Healthletter accepts no 
advertising, and CSPI accepts no corporate funds or 

government grants. 



Learning Objectives

1. Understand the power of state and local policy
2. Describe examples of state and local policy initiatives 

related to nutrition
3. Recognize opportunities to build partnerships to advance 

policy goals



Policy Approaches



PSE Guide Table 1



PSE Guide Table , continued



Case Study: State Policies Pre-
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA)



State/Local School Meal Policy Opportunities

1. State legislature
2. Governor’s Executive Order
3. Board of education
4. Child nutrition agency
5. Local Wellness Policies



CSPI-Funded State/Local Policy Campaigns

1. Healthy SNAP

2. Menu Disclosures

3. Healthy Retail

4. Kids Meals

5. School Foods



What We Offer

 Technical Assistance

 Resources

 Model Policy

 Fact Sheets

 Talking Points

 Lobbying Support



• Enter text

2021 Subgrantees



Develop Key Partnerships

• Find relevant stakeholders 
in the state/locality
• Ask existing partners 

to facilitate 
introductions and help 
you recruit

• Online search and cold 
outreach

• Set clear goals



Coalition Mission and Vision

It is the mission of the School Nutrition Policy Coalition to collaboratively 
support the enactment of state and local policies that protect the health 

of students across the nation by codifying policies in law that require 
adherence to strong nutritional guidance as intended by the original 

school meal nutrition standards established by Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act of 2010. 

It is the vision of the School Nutrition Policy Coalition that all K-12 
schools in all 50 states provide school food that meets science-based 

nutrition requirements, is well-received by students, and supports good 
health. The specific policy levers that this Coalition examines and 

supports include addressing sodium, whole grains and added sugars.  



• Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 
• Action for Healthy Kids
• Alliance for a Healthier Generation
• American Academy of Pediatrics
• American Cancer Society Cancer Action 

Network
• American Heart Association 
• American Public Health Association
• Burness Communications (RWJF)
• California Food Policy Advocates
• Food Research and Action Center 
• FoodCorps
• Friends of the Earth
• Funders Collaborative on Youth Organizing 
• Funded campaign leads
• Healthy Eating Research 
• Healthy School Food Maryland
• Initiative for Healthy Schools
• Institute for Child Nutrition
• Institute for Health Research & Policy at 

University of Illinois - Chicago 

• Kaiser Permanente
• Laurie M. Tisch Center for Food, Education & 

Policy
• Mission:Readiness
• NAACP
• National Education Association
• National Farm to School Network
• National PTA
• Nutrition Policy Institute
• Public Health Institute
• Real Food for Kids
• The Food Trust
• The Praxis Project
• T.H. Chan Harvard School of Public Health
• UConn Rudd Center for Food Policy and Obesity
• UnidosUS
• Union of Concerned Scientists
• United Fresh Produce Association
• Urban School Food Alliance
• Voices for Healthy Kids

State/Local Policy Coalition Membership



State/Local School Nutrition Policy Coalition Priorities

1. Meal Patterns and Quantities
2. Competitive Foods
3. Sodium
4. Whole Grains
5. Added Sugars
6. Universal Free Meals
7. Increased Reimbursement and 

Technical Assistance on Nutrition 
Standards

8. Seat time/mealtime Requirements
9. Funding for Kitchen Equipment and 

Facilities
10. Summer Meals

11. Support Farm-to-School and other 
Local Food Purchasing

12. Increase Purchases of Fresh Fruits and 
Vegetables

13. Support Safe and Equitable Access to 
Drinking Water

14. Equitable Procurement Practices
15. Eliminate Artificial Food Dyes
16. Eliminate Processed Meats
17. Decrease Junk Food Marketing
18. Support Scratch Cooking
19. Support Plant-Rich Menus



State/Local Policy in the COVID-19 Era



Thank you!

Meghan Maroney
mmaroney@cspinet.org

www.cspinet.org

mailto:mmaroney@cspinet.org
http://www.cspinet.org/
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